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Cesar Chavez

Cesar Chavez did not have an easy childhood. When he was little, he had

many problems. It showed him how hard life could be. This led him to help

many people. He fought for farm workers all over the United States.

Cesar Chavez was born on March 31, 1927. He grew up in Arizona. He was

named after his grandfather. Chavez's grandfather had been a slave. He had

run away to Arizona. Chavez knew that life could be unfair. He was proud of

what his grandfather had done.

Chavez went to school when he was seven. He hated it. You could not speak Spanish in school. This was all

Chavez knew how to speak. He would get into trouble when he said anything in Spanish. Chavez liked to learn

things from his family. They would read books to him in Spanish. His mom taught him about life. She said that

violence was wrong. He remembered this.

In 1937, the family had to look for work. They packed the car and drove to California. They worked as migrant

farmers. They would move from farm to farm and pick crops when they were ready. Sometimes they had to sleep

in their car. Chavez went to about 30 different schools when he was young. He hated them. He would get picked

on in school. People did not treat him fairly. After he finished eighth grade, he quit school.

After he quit school, Chavez worked as a migrant worker like his father. His family made enough money to rent a

small house. He had a place he could call home. When World War II started, Chavez served in the Navy. After two

years, he came home. He went back to California and got married. He also went back to the fields. He worked as a

migrant farm worker again. This time, he started to fight for change.

He talked farmers into striking. They would refuse to work. The farmers wanted better pay. They didn't want to

have to work as many hours. The strike didn't change much. This didn't stop Chavez.

Chavez led another strike in 1965. This was to help farmers who picked grapes. He also wanted all Americans not

to eat grapes. The strike lasted almost five years. The entire nation paid attention.

In 1968, Chavez started a fast. He did not eat or drink anything. He wanted people to pay attention to what he was

saying. Migrant farm workers needed better pay. They had families to take care of. Chavez led many strikes in his

life. They usually helped the farmers in the end.

Chavez started the National Farm Workers Association. It was a union for farm workers. The union would help

the workers fight to get better pay. The name was changed to the United Farm Workers. It still helps farmers today.
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Chavez died in 1993. In some states, his birthday is a holiday. It is the first and only day that honors a

Mexican-American. His oldest son goes around the country. He talks about his dad. He tells people all the

wonderful things that he did. He will be remembered for everything that he did to help people.

Cesar Chavez

Questions

1. Chavez started a union for ______.

A. Farmers
B. Teachers
C. Truck drivers

2. A strike in 1965 helped farmers who picked what?

A. Apples
B. Grapes
C. Oranges

3. How many schools did Chavez go to?

A. about 50
B. about 40
C. about 30

4. Chavez's grandfather had been a ______.

A. teacher
B. store owner
C. slave

5. Why didn't Chavez like school?

6. What is a migrant farm worker?
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How many of these can you write about? Think! Write! Check all the ones you answered.

Why do you think Cesar Chavez worked so hard to help migrant farm workers?

Why do you think Cesar Chavez led so many strikes? Do you think they helped the farm workers?

Don't stop writing. Use a blank piece of paper to continue.


