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Father Hidalgo
By Cathy Pearl

Father Hidalgo was born on May 3, 1753. He lived a simple life and had no idea
that one day he would be called the Father of Mexico.

When he was twenty, he received a degree in theology. Soon he was ordained a
priest. His life as a priest was not easy. He did not agree with many things that he
was supposed to do. He would read books he was not supposed to. His last job was
a priest in a little town called Dolores.

He worked hard for the people in that town. He learned the language of the people
who lived there. He also tried to teach them new skills. The town and the people
were very poor and he was trying to help them. One of the skills was winemaking.
This was not legal. Soldiers came and destroyed the vines.

In the late 1800s, Father Hidalgo joined a group of people. They would meet in
secret. They would talk about books or other things they thought were interesting. The books they read were
usually not allowed by the government. One of the groups started talking about going to war. Mexico was
controlled by Spain and wanted to be free. Father Hidalgo belonged to this group.

He was selected to be leader of the revolution. Soon, he learned that Spain had found out about the revolution.
Hidalgo decided to start it early. He stood on the steps of the church and rang the bell. The war had started. It was
1810. The rebel army started out from the town and moved quickly toward Mexico City. This was the capital of
Mexico. Soon, there were more than fifty thousand men fighting against Spain.

Father Hidalgo fought for six months until his luck ran out. He and three other leaders were captured by Spain. He
was found guilty of treason. The church took away his right to be a priest. Spain then executed him with a firing
squad. His head was cut off and displayed to stop the rebels from fighting.

The rebels didn't stop. They continued fighting for ten more years. Finally, Spain surrendered and Mexico was a
free nation.

Father Hidalgo is a symbol of the courage of Mexicans. He fought to bring freedom to the country. He is credited
with helping other Mexicans to get the courage to fight back against Spain. Every year, Independence Day is
celebrated in Mexico. Without him, this would not have happened. This is why he is considered the Father of
Mexico.

Father Hidalgo

Questions

1. What is one skill Father Hidalgo tried to teach people?

A. Winemaking
B. Cooking
C. Sewing
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2. What happened to Father Hidalgo during the war?

3. How long did Mexico fight for independence?

A. Twenty years
B. Six months
C. Ten years

4. What year did the war for freedom start?

A. 1811
B. 1810
C. 1812

5. What country was Mexico controlled by?

A. The United States
B. Britain
C. Spain

6. What did Spain do to try to stop the rebels from fighting?

Do you think Father Hidalgo deserves to be called the Father of Mexico? Why or why not?


