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Mesopotamia and the Bible

Mesopotamia, home to the world's earliest civilization, was the foundation of modern culture. Located mostly in

present-day Iraq, this stretch of land was part of the so-called Fertile Crescent. The Fertile Crescent is an

arc-shaped area nestled between the Mediterranean Sea and the Persian Gulf. It borders the Arabian Desert to the

south and the mountains of Armenia to the north. In the Fertile Crescent were scores of ancient kingdoms. On one

end of it toward the Persian Gulf were the two powerhouses of Mesopotamia -- Babylonia and Assyria. On the

other end of it next to the Mediterranean Sea were Israel and Egypt.

Israel was the birthplace of two major religions, Judaism and Christianity. The latter commands a huge following,

with members exceeding 2 billion! To Christians everywhere, the Bible is their most sacred scripture. It consists of

two parts -- the Old Testament and the New Testament. Both feature a collection of books with stories meant to

provide useful lessons and to convey God's messages. Some of those stories carry direct references to

Mesopotamia.

The most famous is quite possibly the story of Babylonian Exile or Babylonian Captivity. According to the Book

of Second Kings, Nebuchadnezzar, ruler of the Neo-Babylonian Empire, sacked Jerusalem and forced thousands of

Jews to relocate to Babylon. He kept them there for decades. Also equally famous is the story about Abraham.

Abraham was a central figure not just in Judaism and Christianity. He was critical to Islam, too. The Book of

Genesis said that Abraham was originally from Ur of the Chaldees (Chaldeans), a major city in the southern part of

Mesopotamia. It was from there that he traveled to Haran before moving on to Canaan.

The story of Noah's Ark also tells indirectly of Mesopotamia. The Book of Genesis dedicated several chapters

describing a horrific flood let loose by God. Noah, his wife, his three sons, and their wives were the only humans

spared from the disaster. That was because Noah found grace in the eyes of God. Before unleashing the flood, God

commanded Noah to build a giant vessel big enough to house his family and one pair of every animal on Earth.

When that was done, it began to rain heavily for forty days and forty nights. Even after the rain stopped, the water

was still at such a high level that mountains remained submerged. During that period, Noah's Ark drifted from one

place to another. Then, on the seventh day of the seventh month, it came to rest atop the mountains of Ararat. As

the water kept receding, Noah and his boat mates continued seeking refuge inside the vessel. It was not until the

first day of the first month in the following year that Noah finally opened the ark and saw the ground was dry. He

and his companions got out of the ark on the twenty-seventh day of the second month. According to the Bible,

Noah was 600 years old before the onset of the flood. He died at the age of 950. All humans born after the disaster

were descendents of Noah's three sons and their wives. The story of Noah's Ark, in many ways, is strikingly similar

to the "Epic of Gilgamesh." Gilgamesh was supposedly the fifth king of the 1st dynasty of Uruk in Mesopotamia.

In his quest for eternal life, he went to see an old man named Utnapishtim. Utnapishtim was once the king of

Shuruppak. Like Noah, he built a gigantic vessel for himself, his wife, and one pair of every living creature on

Earth. Though the Great Flood in the "Epic of Gilgamesh" lasted only 7 days and 7 nights, it still caused the

complete destruction of mankind.
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Many biblical stories had strong links to Mesopotamia either directly or indirectly. Some of those stories, such as

the Babylonian Exile, depicted actual historical events. Some, such as the Tower of Babel and Noah's Ark, were

more like legends. For the mythical ones, a lot of scholars tried to validate them. But so far, they have not found

enough scientific evidence to either prove or disprove the stories. So the search is still on!

Mesopotamia and the Bible

Questions

1. Which of the following about the story of Noah's Ark is true?

A. Noah and his boat mates left the ark on the seventh day of the seventh month.
B. Noah and his wife were the only two survivors.
C. The flood was caused by rain that lasted for seven days and seven nights.
D. God spared Noah and his family because Noah found grace in the eyes of God.

2. Which book in the Bible revealed where Abraham came from originally?

A. The Book of Genesis
B. The Book of Second Kings
C. The Book of Titus
D. The Book of Daniel

3. In which of the following religions did Abraham NOT play a critical role?

A. Islam
B. Buddhism
C. Christianity
D. Judaism

4. Which of the following modern countries' territory is NOT a part of the Fertile Crescent?

A. Egypt
B. Iraq
C. Israel
D. Greece

5. Which of the following about the Fertile Crescent is correct?

A. It borders the mountains of Ararat.
B. It borders the Black Sea.
C. It borders the Persian Gulf.
D. It borders the Sahara Desert.

6. Who initiated the Babylonian Exile?

A. Abraham
B. Nebuchadnezzar II
C. Moses
D. Jesus
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7. How old was Noah when the flood began?

A. 601
B. 700
C. 600
D. 950

8. In the "Epic of Gilgamesh", who was spared by God from the Great Flood?

A. Noah
B. Gilgamesh
C. Abraham
D. Utnapishtim

9. Which of the following biblical stories was NOT related to Mesopotamia at all?

A. The Babylonian Captivity
B. Noah's Ark
C. Exodus
D. The Tower of Babel

10. According to the Bible, where was Abraham from originally?

A. Haran
B. Uruk
C. Ur
D. Canaan
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Compare and contrast the flood mentioned in the Bible and the Great Flood in the "Epic of Gilgamesh."

Don't stop writing. Use a blank piece of paper to continue.


