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The World's Longest Rivers: the Nile
By Cindy Grigg

Caption: The Nile River flowing through Cairo, the capital city of
Egypt

The Nile River is usually named as the longest river in the world.
This river and its tributaries drain about ten percent of the land of
Africa. The Nile flows 4,132 miles from south to north. There are two
main rivers that join together to make the Nile. The White Nile, which
begins as the Kagera River in the African country of Burundi, and the
Blue Nile. The Blue Nile starts in the highland plateaus of the country
of Ethiopia. The summer monsoon's heavy rains there were the main
cause for the seasonal flooding of the Nile in Egypt until dams were
built in the last century. The White Nile and the Blue Nile join together
near Khartoum, the capital of Sudan. From that point northward, the
river is known simply as the Nile, and it may be five miles wide in some places. It flows through Egypt, and its
mouth is near Cairo, where it empties into the Mediterranean Sea.

The World's Longest Rivers: the Nile

Questions

1.  What caused the seasonal flooding of the Nile until dams were built?

A. heavy rains in the highland plateaus of Ethiopia
B. The Nile flows 4,132 miles from south to north.
C. The White Nile and the Blue Nile join together near Khartoum.
D. monsoons in Egypt

2. Where do the Blue Nile and the White Nile join?

3. The Nile drains about what percentage of Africa's land?

A. five
B. ten
C. 4,132
D. none of the above

4. Where is the mouth of the Nile?

A. near Cairo
B. in Egypt
C. at the Mediterranean Sea
D. all of the above



Name Date

(Compare and Contrast) Choose another of the world's longest rivers and compare it to the Nile. How are they
alike? How are they different?

Research the impact of the Nile River on ancient Egypt. Share your findings with your class with an oral report,
a poster, or another form of your choosing.


