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Pharaoh Tutankhamun
By Vickie Chao

Pharaoh Tutankhamun, or "Tut" for short, was never among the greatest rulers in
ancient Egypt. He was also never among the worst. Nonetheless, his face is often
the image that comes to our mind when we think of ancient Egypt. His name is
often mentioned when we discuss topics related to ancient Egypt. Why is that so?
The reason is simple. While King Tut may not have had a lot of political
achievements, he left behind a beautiful tomb that, miraculously, remained intact
and undiscovered until Howard Carter came along in 1922.

Howard Carter was a British archaeologist who loved the ancient Egyptian
civilization. In 1922, he received an ultimatum from his boss, Lord Carnarvon.
Lord Carnarvon was a rich man who personally owned a sizeable collection of
Egyptian artifacts. He had been funding Howard Carter for the past few years. As
he had yet to see his investment pay off, he grew frustrated. He told Howard
Carter that he would soon stop funding him. Howard Carter was undeterred. He
was confident that that there was a tomb of a relatively unknown pharaoh buried
somewhere in the Valley of Kings near Luxor and that he could find it! He was
right.

On November 4, 1922, Howard Carter unearthed a staircase that eventually led to King Tut's tomb. After much
digging, at 4 o'clock in the afternoon on November 26, 1922, he entered the tomb and found the 20th century's
most amazing treasure. The fortune he stumbled upon was so vast and diversified that it took him ten years to
catalogue the entire findings!

Interestingly, shortly after this groundbreaking discovery, Lord Carnarvon died unexpectedly. Right away, the
rumor of a mummy curse started to spread like a wild fire. The speculation further intensified after eleven more
people related to the discovery were reported dead in the next seven years. Among the casualties were two of Lord
Carnarvon's relatives, Howard Carter's personal secretary, Richard Bethell, and Bethell's father, Lord Westbury.
Though the mummy curse captivated people's fascination, many scholars remained unconvinced. They argued that
it was really an urban legend. They pointed out that of the twenty-six people actually present when the tomb was
first opened in 1922, only 6 had died within 10 years. Furthermore, of the ten people who helped unwrap King
Tut's mummy, all survived within 10 years. Had the mummy curse really existed, shouldn't Howard Carter be the
one in the most danger? Nevertheless, he was okay. After completing the documentation of the glittering treasure
in King Tut's tomb, Howard Carter retired and became a collector of Egyptian arts. He died on March 2, 1939.

Ironically, while King Tut's tomb provided historians a rich amount of information about what life was like in
ancient Egypt, it bore few clues about the pharaoh himself. Of the scant facts we have available, we know that
King Tut was probably pharaoh Akhenaten's son. He ascended to the throne at the age of nine as the 11th or the
12th king of the 18th dynasty. (The controversy here involved a king named Smenkhare. Smenkhare might have
been King Tut's elder brother. If he indeed ruled Egypt after pharaoh Akhenaten, King Tut would be the 12th
pharaoh of the 18th dynasty. Otherwise, he would be the 11th.) Being so young, King Tut did not really have the
authority to rule the nation as he pleased. Thus, much of the power fell into the hands of two senior members of the
royal court, Horemheb and Ay.

King Tut reigned over Egypt for nine years from approximately 1334 B.C. to 1325 B.C. During his term, he
abolished the new, single-god faith established by his father and reverted back to the old, multi-god religion. After
his death at the age of eighteen, the very two senior officials who helped him govern the nation became the next
two pharaohs. This unusual arrangement seemed to hint at foul play and made historians wonder, "Was King Tut
murdered?" To seek the truth, they used X-rays to scan King Tut's mummy in 1968 and found a fracture on his
skull. The discovery led to two possible theories. One is that the fracture was a result of a blunt force, meaning
King Tut was indeed murdered. The other is that the fracture was a mishap during the mummification process,
meaning King Tut could have still died of a natural cause. Because of the inconclusive evidence, the question
surrounding King Tut's death lingered.
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In January, 2005, a team of researchers decided to settle the issue once and for all. They used a more advanced
technique, called CT scan, to scan King Tut's remains. They hoped that they could rely on CT scan's detailed,
three-dimensional images to solve the puzzle. Two months after the scientific experiment, they got the result.
While they disproved the theory that King Tut died of a blow to the head, they could not rule out other possible
foul play such as poisoning. To complicate matters further, they noticed that the boy king's left leg was broken.
Had the left leg been broken shortly before King Tut's death, the open wound could have developed into a serious
infection that eventually took his life. But if the left leg was broken during Howard Carter's excavation, it carried
little significance. Alas, despite the latest technology, it seems that King Tut's cause of death will forever remain an
unsolved mystery!

Pharaoh Tutankhamun

Questions

1. What dynasty was King Tut from?

A. 18th dynasty
B. 21st dynasty
C. 10th dynasty
D. 12th dynasty

2. Who discovered King Tut's tomb?

A. Howard Carter
B. Lord Carnarvon
C. Richard Bethell
D. Lord Westbury

3. When was King Tut's tomb uncovered?

A. 1939
B. 2005
C. 1968
D. 1922

4. Which of the following about King Tut is true?

A. He ascended to the throne when he was seven years old.
B. He was probably pharaoh Akhenaten's son.
C. He ruled Egypt for eighteen years.
D. He established a new, single-god faith.

5. The CT scan done in January, 2005, clearly indicated that King Tut was murdered!

A. False
B. True

6. Whose death set off the rumor of King Tut's mummy curse?

A. Lord Carnarvon
B. Howard Carter
C. Richard Bethell
D. Lord Westbury
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7. Near which of the following cities was King Tut buried?

A. Cairo
B. Alexandria
C. Luxor
D. Memphis

8. How many years did King Tut reign?

A. 12 years
B. 3 years
C. 6 years
D. 9 years

How do you think King Tut died? Use your imagination to solve the mystery.

Suppose you were Howard Carter. You were about to meet your sponsor, Lord Carnarvon. You knew that Lord
Carnarvon had been unhappy with your progress. Draft a speech to convince him to continue sponsoring you.


