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Roberto Clemente

Roberto Clemente was born August 18, 1934. Roberto was the

youngest of four children. He was very athletic when he was little. He

liked to do track and field. He was very good at running short races.

These weren't his favorite activities though. What Roberto really wanted

to do was play baseball.

In 1954, the Pittsburgh Pirates picked Roberto to play baseball for

them. He would play baseball for eighteen years. He started in 1955 and

his last season was in 1972. He would stay with the Pirates for the entire

time.

In 1960, the Pirates made it to the World Series. It was a thrilling championship that the Pirates won in seven

games. Roberto did very well during the series. He managed to get a hit in all seven games. He did so well that he

earned his first trip to the All-Star game.

Clemente had shown what a great baseball player he was and would be. He won the Golden Glove award twelve

times. The Golden Glove is given to a baseball player at each position. That player was the best defensive player

for the year. Clemente won his for his play in the outfield. He won the Most Valuable Player award in 1966. In

1971, the Pirates won another World Series. Roberto was named the most valuable player in the series.

Roberto was very proud of where he had been born. In 1964, Roberto married his wife in Puerto Rico. They would

have three children together. All three of the children were boys. Roberto insisted that all the boys be born in

Puerto Rico.

Roberto was an excellent baseball player. He also worked hard to help other people. In 1972, there had been an

earthquake in Nicaragua. A plane that was taking supplies to help the people did not make it. This made Roberto

unhappy. He decided to go on the next plane. His wife begged him not to, but he would not listen. He felt that he

needed to go help those people. Unfortunately, the plane crashed near Puerto Rico. Roberto's body was never

found.

Puerto Rico honored him by renaming a coliseum in Puerto Rico after him. There is a sports complex in his

hometown where students can practice and learn sports.

In 1973, the Pittsburgh Pirates retired his number. No one who plays for that team will ever be able to wear it

again. The right field wall is twenty-one feet high. This is the number that Clemente wore. There is also a statue of

him standing outside of the park.
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Also in 1973, he was elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame. He was the second Hispanic American to get the honor.

A baseball player usually has to wait five years after he retires before he can get into the Hall of Fame. Roberto is

the only exception to this rule.

In 1999, he was ranked 20th on a list of the 100 greatest baseball players. He was the highest Hispanic American

on the list. He was also a finalist for the Major League Baseball All Century Team. Many people wrote letters

when he was not placed on the team. They felt he was the best Hispanic player of all time and deserved the honor.

Roberto Clemente was not only famous in baseball. He liked to help people who were in need. This desire to help

people cost him his life. Today people all over the world honor him. They try to help others, just as he did.

Roberto Clemente

Questions

1. How long did Roberto Clemente play for the Pittsburgh Pirates?

A. Eighteen years
B. Fifteen years
C. Seventeen years

2. What number did Roberto Clemente wear?

A. Twenty
B. Forty
C. Twenty-one

3. How did Roberto Clemente die?

A. He was killed in a plane crash.
B. He had a heart attack.
C. He was in a car accident.

4. Why was Roberto going to Nicaragua?

A. He was helping to build new homes.
B. He was taking supplies to flood victims.
C. He was taking supplies to earthquake victims.

5. While Roberto was playing, what two years did the Pirates win the World Series?

6. What award did Roberto win twelve times?
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How many of these can you write about? Think! Write! Check all the ones you answered.

Roberto Clemente lost his life trying to help people in need. Do you think he was right to risk his life this

way? Would you do the same thing? Why or why not?

Roberto did not have to wait five years before being elected into the Hall of Fame. Explain why you think he

deserved this honor.

Don't stop writing. Use a blank piece of paper to continue.


